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the fascists if they were armed, doling out arms and
ammunition to those who were not. Houses were searched
and arrests made by fascists, and for two days a combined
picket of fascists and police searched all those who arrived
at the Pontelagoscuro station, allowing only fascists to enter
the country.'
Plenty of similar evidence exists, though it is impossible
to quote even a very small proportion  of it.    Here  are
two  examples  supplied by squadristi.    The first is taken
from Memoirs of a Fascist, written in  1922 by one  of the
squad leaders of the Florence fascio, Umberto Banchelli :
' It must be admitted that the reason fascism developed
so quickly and was given so free a hand was that in the
breasts of officials and officers beat Italian hearts, which
welcomed us gladly as we marched to the rescue.  N.C.O.s
and militiamen competed with each other to help thefasci.'
A fascist student, member of an action squad, wrote a sort
of public confession which he sent to a communist paper.
Written rather later it is very characteristic of the fascist
offensive from the start.    It shows the prejudices, hates,
interests, in short the essential motives which spurred the
fascist leader, when he was not simply a mercenary or a
bandit: c The army officers are on our side and supply us
with arms and ammunition.    We are powerfully and intelli-
gently organized,  and so we can order our  movement
better, without too great a risk. . . . We have you disarmed
by the police before attacking, not because we are afraid,
since we despise you, but because our blood is precious
and  must  not  be  wasted  on   the  vile   and  despicable
masses.'    The writer proceeds to give  his  views  on the
future of the country :   c Italy cannot go bolshevik.    She
is not an industrial country, and her workers must adapt
themselves to peasant life.    We will set them to work at
harnessing our water power, and we will send them into
the  fields  to   cultivate   the   marshlands   where malaria
abounds.    This will give wealth to the country and cool
their revolutionary ardour.    It is time to put an end to the
luxury of the peasants whose daughters in their silk dresses
set themselves against the foremost ladies of the bourgeoisie.'
After emphasizing the lack of real leaders  among  the